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ECOLOGIES OF RELIGION: HUMANS, ANIMALS, AND NATURE

Carroll College | THEO 389/ANZ 389 | Fall 2018 
Class: Tuesdays, Thursdays 11:00–12:15 | St. Charles Hall, 018  
Office Hours: Mon. 11:00–1:00, Wed. 2:00–4:00, Thurs. 3:30–5:00 

Meetings by appointment at other times 

Eric Daryl Meyer, Ph.D. 
Office: St. Charles Hall 041 

emeyer@carroll.edu 
office:  406.447.4332 

  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

 
 
This course begins from the presupposition that ecology and religion are intimately connected, even if our ordinary 
conversations seldom put them together. While many factors contribute to human-caused ecological degradation, this course 

explores the idea that the division between human beings and the 
rest of earth’s creatures lies at the heart of ecological problems. 
Ecological degradation, in other words, comes in large part from 
stories that we tell ourselves about ourselves and our own difference 
from other animals. Many of these stories are explicitly religious. 
Conversely, environmental literature frequently draws on religious 
ideals and vocabulary in the attempt to craft a different story for 
human relationships to the planet.   
 
This is a course, then, about the boundaries and relations between 
human and nonhuman animals as they are worked out in two 
different discourses—Religion and Ecology. Over the course of the 
semester, we will be reflecting on and discussing three different 
kinds of texts: (1) Claims, arguments, and theorization of the 
differences and connections between humans and nonhuman 
animals; (2) religious/theological texts, primarily from the Christian 
tradition, in which we will examine the ecological presuppositions 
and implications; and (3) texts from environmentalists and animal 
activists, in which we will examine religious ideas, vocabulary, and 
frameworks.  
 
 By the end of the course, students will have (1) critically analyzed 
the ecological implications of religious/quasi-religious accounts of 
humanity and human uniqueness (2) traced the transformation of 
religious teachings and practices across time and different cultural 

settings; (3) engaged in interdisciplinary analysis of ecological issues drawing on natural sciences (e.g. ethology), philosophy, 
and methods native to religious studies; (4) reflected on the connections between their own daily practices, the social/cultural 
inheritance of religious teachings and practices, and the overarching ecological context that frames both; (5) explored the 
existential weight and ecological impact of ultimate questions concerning human nature, human purpose, and human relations 
to fellow creatures.  
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE AND READINGS:   

 
 
Th 8.23 

 
Syllabus and Course Introduction 
 

  
INTRODUCTION TO ANIMAL STUDIES:  
As the archaeology of our thought easily shows, ‘man’ is an invention of recent date. And one perhaps nearing its end.  

- Michel Foucault  
 

Tu 8.28 Humanity, Animality, and the Relations Between Them 
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• Matthew Calarco, Thinking Through Animals: Identity, Difference, Indistinction (Stanford: Stanford UP, 
2015).  

• Begin: Human-Animal Journal by 8.29 
  

  
TEXTUAL ECOLOGIES AND LIVED ECOLOGIES:  
For the animal shall not be measured by man. In a world older and more complete than ours, they move finished and complete, 
gifted with the extension of the sense we have lost or never attained, living by voices we shall never hear. They are not brethren, 
they are not underlings, they are other nations, caught with ourselves in the net of life and time. 

- Henry Beston 
 

Th 8.30 Interpreting the Origins of Humanity and Animality: Textual Ecologies of Genesis 
• Genesis 1-4 

 
Tu 9.4 The Inhabitants of the Land and the State of Nature 

• Thomas Hobbes, De Cive, ed. Howard Warrender (New York: Oxford University Press, 1983), 
85-90 and 120-21. 

• Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, ed. Marshall Missner (New York: Pearson Longman, 2008), 81-95. 
• Council of Seville, “Requirimiento,” (1510).  

  
Th 9.6 Historical Roots: Christianity and Animality 

• Lynn White Jr., “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis.” Science 155, no. 3767 (1967): 
1203-1207. 

Ø Due: Everyday Ecology: Personal Ecosystem Visual Representation 
 

Tu 9.11 Pope Francis and Laudato Si’ 
Ø Pope Francis, Encyclical on Climate Change and Inequality: On Care for Our Common Home (New York: 

Melville House, 2015), §§17-92, §§137-162. 
Ø Reading Quiz 1 (Calarco through Pope Francis)   

 
Th 9.13 No Class Meeting: Instructor at Conference in Washington D.C.  

 
Tu 9.18 Anti-Anthropocentric Ecologies: Deep Ecology and the Gaia Hypothesis 

Ø Alan Drengson, Bill Devall, and Mark Schroll, “The Deep Ecology Movement: Origins, 
Development, and Future Prospects.” International Journal of Transpersonal Studies 30, no. 1-2 
(2011): 101–17. 

Ø James Lovelock, Gaia: A New Look at Life on Earth (New York: Oxford University Press, 1979), 
13-32, 123-40. 

Ø Due: Everyday Ecology Personal Ecosystem Reflection Paper 
 

Th 9.20 Aldo Leopold and the Land Ethic 
• Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac: And Sketches Here and There (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1949), 165-226.  
 

Tu 9.25 Alternate Ecologies: Hunter-Gatherers among Animal Peoples 
• Tim Ingold, "Hunting and Gathering As Ways of Perceiving the Environment," in Animals and 

the Human Imagination: A Companion to Animal Studies, ed. Aaron Gross and Anne Vallely (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 2012), 31-54. 
 

Th 9.27 Ideas of Wilderness and Civilization 
• William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness,” In Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human 

Place in Nature, ed. William Cronon (New York: W.W. Norton, 1995), 69-90.  
 

Tu 10.2 Case Study: Textual Ecologies as Strategies for Sharing the Land 
• Charis Thompson, “When Elephants Stand for Competing Philosophies of Nature: Amboseli 
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National Park, Kenya,” in Complexities: Social Studies of Knowledge Practices (Durham, NC: Duke 
University Press, 2002), 166-90. 

Ø Reading Quiz 2 (Drengson et al. through Thompson)  
 

  
WHO ARE WE WHEN WE ARE HUMAN? WHO ARE WE WHEN WE ARE ANIMAL?: ECOLOGIES OF 

IDENTITY AND CAPACITY 
 
God the master-builder, . . . took up man . . . and placing him at the midpoint of the world . . . spoke to him as follows: "We 
have given to thee, Adam, no fixed seat, no form of thy very own, no gift peculiarly thine, that thou mayest feel as thine own, have 
as thine own,…Thou mayest sculpt thyself into whatever shape thou dost prefer. Thou canst grow downward into the lower 
natures which are brutes. Thou canst again grow upward from thy soul’s reason into the higher natures which are divine."      

- Pico della Mirandola 
 

Th 10.4 Humanity, Animality, and Human Animality: The Ecology of the Resurrection 
• 1 Corinthians 15 
• Athenagoras. Legatio and De Resurrectione, trans. William Schoedel (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 1972), excerpt. 
• Augustine. City of God. Translated by Henry Bettenson. (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003), 

book XXII, chs. 1, 12-21. 
  

Tu 10.9 Origins of Ethology, Human Animality, and the Anthropological Machine 
• Giorgio Agamben, The Open: Man and Animal, trans. Kevin Attell (Stanford, CA: Stanford 

University Press, 2004), 1-8, 13-19, 23-27, 33-38, 79-80, 89-92. 
• Jakob von Uexküll, A Foray Into the Worlds of Animals and Humans, trans. Joseph D. O’Neil 

(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2010), 44-52. 
 

Th 10.11 Humans as Rational Animals: What Counts as Rationality?  
• J.M. Coetzee, The Lives of Animals (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1999), 15-45. 
Ø Reading Quiz 3 (1 Corinthians through Coetzee)  

 
Tu 10.16 Fall Break: No Class  

 
Th 10.18 The Ecology and Economy of Human Rationality 

• Val Plumwood, “The Ecological Crisis of Reason,” in Environmental Culture: The Ecological Crisis of 
Reason, (New York: Routledge, 2002), 19-37. 

Ø Due: Ecologies of Religion Analysis Paper (Friday 10.19)  
 

Tu 10.23 Animal Morality, Animal Religion 
• Marc Bekoff and Jessica Pierce, Wild Justice: The Moral Lives of Animals (Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 2009), 1-23, 137-53.  
• Jane Goodall, “The Dance of Awe” in A Communion of Subjects: Animals in Religion, Science, and 

Ethics, eds. Paul Waldau and Kimberly Patton (New York: Columbia University Press), 651-56. 
 

Th 10.25 Language Makes the Difference?: Derrida and the animot 
• Jacques Derrida, The Animal That Therefore I Am, ed. Marie Louise Mallet, trans. David Wills. 

(New York: Fordham University Press, 2008), 1-51. 
 

Tu 10.30 Religious Ecologies of Settler Colonialism and Market Capitalism: Industry and Reproduction 
• Winona LaDuke, "Akwesasne: Mohawk Mothers' Milk and PCB's," in Sing, Whisper, Shout, Pray!: 

Feminist Visions for a Just World, eds. M. Jaqui Alexander, Lisa Albrecht, Sharon Day and Mab 
Segrest. (Edgework Books, 2002), 158-171. 

• David R. Loy, “The Religion of the Market,” in Visions of a New Earth: Religious Perspectives on 
Population, Consumption, and Ecology, ed. Harold Coward, and Daniel Maguire, (Albany, NY: State 
University of New York Press, 2000), 15-28.  
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Th 11.1 Whose Pain Counts?: Suffering and Dependence in Ecologies of Pain and Consumption 

• Sunaura Taylor, "Beasts of Burden: Disability Studies and Animal Rights," Qui Parle 19, no. 2 
(2011): 191-220.  

• David Foster Wallace, "Consider the Lobster," in Consider the Lobster and Other Essays (New York: 
Back Bay Books, 2006) 235-54. 

Ø Reading Quiz 4 (Plumwood through Wallace)  
 

  
THE ECOLOGICAL POLITICS OF ANIMALITY: JUSTICE IN CREATURELY RELATIONS 
 

Tu 11.6 Spiritualities of Sacrifice or Asking the Beasts?   
• Elizabeth Johnson, Ask the Beasts: Darwin and the God of Love (New York: Bloomsbury, 2014), 

122-53.  
• Gregory of Nazianzus, Festal Orations, trans. Nonna Verna Harrison (Crestwood, NY: Saint 

Vladimir's Seminary Press, 2008), 37-67. 
 

Th 11.8 Moral Standing and Animal Rights 
• Peter Singer, Animal Liberation. New Revised Edition ed. (New York: Avon Books, 1990), 1-23. 
• Tom Regan, The Case for Animal Rights, updated edition (Berkeley: University of California Press, 

2004), 330-38, 359-63, 369-82, 394-98. 
 

Tu 11.13 Industrial Agriculture: Food and Religion 
• Jonathan Safran Foer, Eating Animals, 203–44.  
Ø Reading Quiz 5 (Johnson through Safran-Foer) 

  
Th 11.15 The Gendered Politics of Flesh 

• Carol Adams, The Sexual Politics of Meat: A Feminist-Vegetarian Critical Theory, 20th Anniversary ed. 
(New York: Continuum, 2010), 1-43.  

 
Tu 11.20 No Class: Instructor at a Conference in Denver  

 
Th 11.23  No Class: Thanksgiving Break 

 
Tu 11.27 Penguin Partnerships: What is “Natural” in Sexuality?  

• Noel Sturgeon, “Penguin Family Values: The Nature of Planetary Environmental Reproductive 
Justice,” in Queer Ecologies: Sex, Nature, Politics, Desire, eds. Catriona Mortimer-Sandilands and 
Bruce Erickson (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2010), 102-33.  

  
Th 11.29 Making Justice in Ecological Restoration: Ritual and the Shame of Finitude 

Ø William Jordan III, The Sunflower Forest: Ecological Restoration and the New Communion with Nature 
(Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 2003), 160-194. 

 
Tu 12.4 The Restoration of All Things and the Groaning of Creation 

• Colossians 1 and Romans 8 
Ø Reading Quiz 6 (Adams through Romans 8)  

 
Th 12.6 Final discussion, Course Wrap-up, and Review for Final 

Ø Due: Religions of Ecology Analysis Paper (Friday 12.7)  
  

12.10-14  Final Exams: Search “Carroll College Final Exam Schedule” for exact date/time 
 

 
COURSE TEXTS: 

Every student will need a copy of the following book:  
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Ø Matthew Calarco. Thinking Through Animals: Identity, Difference, Indistinction. (Stanford: Stanford UP, 2015). 
 
All the other day-to-day readings for this course will be available through Moodle. If necessary, there will be a brief 
demonstration on how to use Moodle to access course readings on the first day of class.  

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:  

 
ASSIGNMENTS:  
• Readings 

Students should print off each assigned reading in advance and bring this printed copy to class. You may 
expect to read approximately 100 pages of assigned reading for each week of class. Because this is a text-
based class, the learning goals require that students make time to read every text attentively, with a pen in 
hand, leaving thoughts, notes, and questions in the margins. Students who practice these kinds of active 
reading habits will be able to participate more creatively in class discussions and will find themselves better-
prepared for written course assignments. Reading is hard work! Students who are looking to improve their 
reading strategies are encouraged to visit during office hours!  

 
• Quizzes 

For the purpose of reading accountability, there will be six detail-oriented quizzes throughout the semester. 
Each quiz will cover all the readings assigned since the last quiz. The quiz grade for the course will be 
comprised of the highest five quiz scores (i.e. the lowest quiz will be dropped). No make up quizzes will be 
given for routine absences. 

 
• Papers and Projects 

o Everyday Ecology Project 
Students will keep a week-long (7 days) journal recording their interactions with non-human animals. 
Students should be attentive to "face-to-face" encounters with nonhuman animals, as well as animals 
that appear in the form of meals and clothing. Students should also pay attention to the ways that 
animals show up in ordinary speech (jokes, comments, assumptions). Using the journal, students will 
complete two further assignments: First, students will visually represent their own personal 
ecosystem. Each student will depict, in some creative way, the far-reaching ecological connections 
that support their day-to-day life. Second, students will write a 5 page reflection paper that explores 
both the conceptual limits/boundaries between humanity and animality and the material/practical 
relations between human and nonhuman animals. Students are especially encouraged to think about 
the ways that human-animal relations are shaped by religious traditions and human institutions (i.e. 
universities, cities, economies) and on the tensions between the personal and collective layers of 
human life. The visual representation of personal ecosystems will earn one third of the project grade, 
while the reflection paper will earn two-thirds of the project grade.   
 

o Ecologies of Religion Paper 
What are the ecological effects of religious belief and practice? How do religious ideas about human 
beings and animals shape the lived interactions between them? With assistance from the instructor, 
students will write a 5 page paper analyzing the ecology of a religious ritual, text, teaching, or belief of 
their choice. More detailed instructions to come.  
 

o Religions of Ecology Paper 
How does environmental rhetoric depend on religion and/or theology? With assistance from the 
instructor, students will write a 5 page paper using the religious connotations of concepts such as 
“redemption,” “origins,” “destiny” and “purpose” to analyze a text in environmental studies or 
animal rights. Special attention should be given to the human animal distinction and any spiritual, 
mythological, or ritualistic practice that formalizes relations between humanity and animality. More 
detailed instructions to come.    

 
• Final Exam 



6 of 7 

The final exam is designed to assess students’ mastery of the major themes and questions of the course. 
Preparing for and taking the exam will require critical and synthetic thinking about the course’s subject 
matter. More information to come.  

 
• Participation 

It is exceedingly difficult to become wise if one does not come to class on time, having thoughtfully (!) 
completed the assigned reading with an open mind, ready to think and talk more about the relevant issues 
with the text in hand. Accordingly, these are basic expectations for participation in the course. Thoughtful 
comments and questions contributed to class discussions (and additionally, conversations during office hours) 
will demonstrate the depth of your engagement with the course’s central themes. 
 

FORMAT FOR PAPERS:  
• All written assignments should be (exactly): double-spaced (with a single-spaced heading), 12 pt. font, with 1-inch 

margins. Double-sided printing is encouraged. Printers are available at many locations on campus, including the 
library.  

• It is vitally important that you cite the sources you use in your writing (see ACADEMIC INTEGRITY). The method 
of citation for this course will be footnotes.  

• Your footnotes and “Works Cited” page should be formatted according to Chicago Manual of Style. A short style 
guide will be handed out in class and posted on the Moodle page for the course. A more complete style guide is 
available by searching for “Chicago Style Quick Guide” at your local internet.  

• Students are strongly encouraged to avoid gender-biased language in their writing. In contemporary formal 
writing, it is rude and inaccurate to use words like “man” or “mankind” when one is referring to both women and 
men.  

• The quality of your ideas is very difficult to distinguish from the quality of the writing with which you express 
your ideas. The best way to improve your papers (and relatedly, your paper grades) is to read a copy of your paper 
aloud (yes, out loud) from start to finish, making marks in the margins where your writing sounds awkward, makes 
logical or argumentative leaps, or contains spelling/grammar errors. After reading through the whole paper in one 
sitting, go back and fix the passages that you have marked. Rinse and repeat if desired. 
 

RELATIVE WEIGHT OF ASSIGNMENTS:  
Participation 10% 
Reading Quizzes 15% 
Everyday Ecology Project 20% 
Ecologies of Religion Paper 20% 
Religions of Ecology Paper 20% 
Final Exam 15% 

 
GRADING SCALE: 
The grading scale used in this course is as follows:  

A 93-100; A- 90-92;  B+ 87-89; B 83-86; B- 80-83; C+ 77-79; C 73-76; C- 70-72; D 60-69; F 60 or below. 
 
COURSE POLICIES:  

 
UNIVERSITY EMAIL: 
When I need to communicate with you outside of class to pass along instructions, study materials, or other items, I 
will use your “____@carroll.edu” email address. You are expected to check this account on a regular (preferably daily) 
basis.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
In an academic community where plagiarism and cheating are tolerated, transformative learning is undermined and 
the grades that you work so hard to earn become meaningless. I take the integrity of our academic community very 
seriously and I encourage you to take the same attitude.  
 
When you quote someone else’s words directly, or paraphrase someone else’s ideas in your own work, you need to 
give that person credit by providing a citation. The method of citation for this course will be footnotes. Plagiarism is 
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the failure to give someone credit when you use her ideas, directly or indirectly. If you are in doubt as to whether you 
have plagiarism in one of your papers, please get in touch and ask me! It is much easier to cite a source than to explain 
the situation later (to professors, deans, friends, etc.). While it is your responsibility to ensure that your work meets the 
standards of academic honesty set forth in the “Carroll Code of Student Conduct” (see 
https://www.carroll.edu/public/academic-integrity-policy), I am more than happy to help you do so prior to 
assignment due dates. 
 
I will be proactive about maintaining high standards of academic integrity. In accordance with university policy, any 
instance of cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment in question, and will be reported to the 
University. Even one instance of plagiarism or cheating is grounds for failing the course.  
 
LATE WORK: 
Assignments are due in hard copy at the beginning of class on the due date. Late papers will be marked down by one-
third of a letter grade (i.e. A- to B+), and papers more than one day late will be marked down an additional one-third 
of a letter grade (B+ to B) for every day that they are late. Since there are printers available in many locations on 
campus, a broken printer is not a sufficient excuse for a late assignment.  
 
INCLUSIVE AND TRANSFORMATIVE CLASSROOM  
We will be discussing highly personal and politically charged topics in this class, many of which have directly affected 
the lives of class members. We are all students, and so by definition we will be exploring new ideas, experimenting 
with new practices, and subjecting long-standing habits of thought to critical reflection. All of these processes involve 
learning from mistakes and overcoming past failures. If genuine learning and change are to take place, the classroom 
cannot be a completely “safe” place. I expect, however, that we will work together to make the classroom a 
“courageous space”—where anyone can try out their ideas in public with a respectful hearing, but all ideas are subject 
to challenge and scrutiny. As the instructor, I will especially strive to create space for the challenges that come from 
historically underrepresented and undervalued perspectives.   
 
Because of the importance and fragility of such a learning environment, abusive, threatening, or maliciously disruptive 
behavior will not be tolerated and will be subject to discipline according to Carroll’s Code of Student Conduct. 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
• Class discussion of course readings plays a critical part of accomplishing the learning objectives of this course. 

Therefore, regular attendance is expected of all students. If you expect to be absent for any reason, please notify 
me of your absence as soon as possible. Generally, I am quite willing to work with students whose circumstances 
require them to miss class, but I prefer to know in advance.  

• Attendance is taken at the beginning of the class period. Students who arrive late should talk to me after class to 
ensure that they have not been marked absent, and may be asked to explain their tardiness. Repeatedly arriving 
late to class is disruptive for everyone; three late appearances will be counted as one absence.  

• When you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you’ve missed (e.g. assignments, instructions, major 
points of a lecture). I am more than happy to fill you in on what was covered, but it is your responsibility to seek 
me out, not vice versa.   

• Up to three absences over the course of the semester will not directly affect a student’s grade (though missing class 
inevitably has indirect effects). Between three and five absences over the course of the semester will lower a 
student’s grade in the course by one-third of a letter grade (i.e. a B+ becomes a B). Six or more absences in a 
semester will lower a student’s grade by an entire letter grade (i.e. a B+ becomes a C). A student who misses more 
than seven class meetings will not pass the course.  

 
EXTERNAL STIMULI: 
• Food and drink, in small quantities, are permitted so long as they do not become a distraction to you or others.  
• Cell phones must be invisible and silent during class (i.e. set to vibrate in a pocket or bag). Cell phones that 

emerge during class will be transported to a special location in the classroom (iPurgatory) and released by 
indulgence at the end of class.  

• Computers and tablets are not to be used during class except by special permission. Students who wish to have 
their notes in electronic form are encouraged to type up their class notes as a form of review.  

 
DISABILITIES: 
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Students who require reasonable modifications, special assistance, or accommodations for documented disabilities 
(e.g.: ADHD, Austism Spectrum Disorder, Learning, Physical, or Psychiatric) should promptly direct their request to 
Kevin Hadduck in the Academic Success and Disability Services Office (Borromeo Hall, room 115, 406.447.4504, 
khadduck@carroll.edu). All discussions will remain confidential. Please visit 
https://www.carroll.edu/academicresource-center/disability-services for additional information. In the interest of 
fairness, the only accommodations made for exams and assignments will be those arranged through the ASDS Office 
(i.e. no ad hoc or last minute arrangements). 
 
SYLLABUS SUBJECT TO REVISION:  
This syllabus is subject to revision throughout the course and students are responsible for any changes made. All 
changes to the syllabus will be announced in class and the most current version of the syllabus will always be posted 
on Moodle.  

 
 


